REMARKS 

1. The haematopoietic stem cells limitation is added to Claim 1 as the Office 
communication suggested. The amendment is supported by the specification. " ...the 
purification of these adherent cells was achieved by removal of the haematopoietic 
stem cells and non-adherent cells during the following changes of medium." [0039] 

2. The limitation of "recovering with trypsin-EDTA" previously added in Claim 1 is 
to distinguish the invention from the method using Leukosorb filter, which recovers 
cells via elution from the filter using a buffer containing sodium citrate. However, 
Caplan used trypsin-EDTA to detach cells from the culture dishes but not to elute cells 
from Leukosorb. This application is different from the combination of Caplan's, 
Prockop's and Matsui's teachings. 

3. Caplan et al teach growth of mesenchymal stem cells without differentiation, and 
Procokop et al teach that low density culture solves the prior art problems and 
improved proliferation of mesenchymal stem cells without differentiation. However, 
Kato et al (US Patent Application 20050013804, filling date: 09/12/2001) still 
mentioned that "The conventional culture methods however cannot produce sufficient 
amounts of mesenchymal stem cells because the proliferation of said stem cells stops 
or becomes extremely slow around 15 * generation." Moreover, this application 
disclosed that "in one preferred embodiment of the present invention, the isolated 
MSCs proliferate without differentiation and reach confluence even after 12 passages. 
The cell populations having greater than 98% homogeneous MSCs are obtained in 
accordance with the method of the present invention. "[003 1] This application also 
added theses "unexpected results" in claims 43-45. (MPEP 2145 & 716.02) 

4. 37 CFR 1.57 Incorporation by reference indicates "(a) Subject to the conditions 
and requirements of this paragraph, if all or a portion of the specification or drawing(s) 
is inadvertently omitted from an application, but the application contains a claim 
under § 1.55 for priority of a prior-filed foreign application, or a claim under § 1.78 
for the benefit of a prior-filed provisional, nonprovisional, or international application, 
that was present on the filing date of the application, and the inadvertently omitted 
portion of the specification or drawing(s) is completely contained in the prior-filed 
application, the claim under § 1.55 or § 1.78 shall also be considered an incorporation 
by reference of the prior-filed application as to the inadvertently omitted portion of 
the specification or drawing(s). " On pages 9 and 1 1 of this certified copy of foreign 
priority application of this application, we did disclose the pore size is around 0.4 to 



16 microns. These two pages are attached again for reference. Therefore, the claim 42 
to limit the pore size to be 0.4 to 16 microns in diameter shall not induce new matter. 

Accordingly, this application should be placed in condition of allowance. An early 
Notice to this effect is respectfully expected. 
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